RENAISSANCE  AND   REFORMATION

prose of the Renaissance, but the clear forcible English of
common speech in the sixteenth century wrought into un-
forgettable phrases by a man who had a great poet's sense of
the power and beauty of words and of speech rhythms. The
music of Tyndale's sentences is echoed in countless English
masterpieces of verse and prose from Spenser and Shake-
speare to Ruskin and Newman.

Tyndale's work was continued by the Yorkshire priest
Miles Coverdale, inferior to him as a scholar but almost his
equal as a master of English prose style. The "Great Bible55
which was officially adopted in 1539, and placed in the
churches by order of Henry VIII consisted of Tyndale's ver-
sion completed by Coverdale. Coverdale's versions of the
psalms were included in the Prayer Books of Edward VI
because of their beautiful rhythms and felicitous phrasing,
and have been retained in the English Prayer Book ever
since.

Thomas Cranmer began his ecclesiastical career as Chap-
lain to Anne Boleyn and was made Archbishop of Canterbury
in 1533. He was not as ardent a reformer as Tyndale, but
somewhat of an opportunist who adapted himself with
extraordinary skill to all the curious changes in Henry's
ecclesiastical policy. In 1542 a Committee of Convocation
was set up by Cranmer to consider a reformation of the ser-
vice books and in 1543 it was decreed that a chapter of the
English Bible (the "Great Bible") should be read in churches
every Sunday and Holy day. An English Litany was issued
officially in 1544. It was not a mere translation of the old
Latin Litany, but a thoroughly revised version in which most
of the invocations to Saints were omitted. This was the furth-
est step in liturgical reform that Cranmer dared to take while,
Henry was still alive. When the king died in 1547 his son, the"
boy Edward VI, was in the hands of advisers who were deter-'
mined to bring about a Protestant reformation. Immediately
prayers in the royal chapel were read in English, and a temp-
orary English order of communion was substituted for the
mass. With the help of a committee Cranmer proceeded to
draw up the first English Grayer Book, which was published
early in 1549 anc* officially adopted by the Act of Uniformity
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